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Worldôs Third Largest Watershed

Drainage Basin for 41% of the United States
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Å500 deaths  

Å600,000 homeless

Å16 million acres (26,000 sq. miles) 

Å80 miles wide at Vicksburg
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A view of the level 

of protection  at  St. 

Joseph, Louisiana

ñSHOULD DIVINE PROVIDENCE ever send a 

flood of the maximum predicted by 

meteorological and flood experts as a remote 

probability but not beyond the bounds of 

ultimate possibility, the floodways provided 

in the plan are still normally adequate for its 

passage without having its predicted heights 

exceed those of the strengthened levees.ò

Edgar Jadwin,

Major General, Chief of Engineers

December 1, 1927 in transmitting the Jadwin

Plan to Secretary of War
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Á35,000-square-mile flood plain

Á$13.6 billion invested

Á$370.3 billion in flood damages 

prevented

Á27 to 1 return on investment

Á4 million people protected

Mississippi River & Tributaries Project

Tributary improvements

Channel stabilization

Levees

Floodways
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Floodways 

and 

Backwater 

Areas
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Flyover of Birds Point-New 

Madrid area April 29th
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Sand boil
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Brookport, Illinois

May 4th


