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Flood Risk Notification Program 

How Do You Communicate Flood Risk? 

 Flyers 

 Website 

 Videos 

 Billboards 

 Reports 

 Media 

People prefer hearing about their flood risk on the news (31%) and through letters (29%). 
Source:  FEMA (2010) 
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Flood Risk Notification Program 
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Flood Risk Notice 2010 

Flood Risk Notification Program 
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Flood Risk Notification Program 

Raise flood risk awareness and encourage actions 
on an individual basis to reduce flood losses 

Purpose: 
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Flood Risk Notification Program 

Legislation: 
 

•2007 Assembly Bill 156 (Laird) 
•California Water Code §9121:   
  Annual Written Notice 
 
 

•California Water Code §9130; 
  Levee Flood Protection Zones 
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Flood Risk Notification Program 

Flood Risk Notice 

 Meets water code and legislative requirements 
 
 Provides multiple benefits 
     to property owners 
 
 
 Developed based on studies and programs across 

the U.S. 
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Flood Risk Notification Program 

Mailed over 277,000 notices for over 350,000 parcels 

2010 Flood Risk Notice 
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Flood Risk Notification Program 

Risk Notification Outreach 

 
 Federal and State 
 partners 

 
 Local governments  
    and agencies 

 
 Future outreach (Fairs, Radio) 

 
 Will translate Notice into other languages 
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List of 17 Counties who received Flood Risk Notice 
 

 Butte   Sacramento 

 Colusa   San Joaquin 

 Fresno   Solano 

 Glenn   Stanislaus 

 Lake    Sutter 

 Madera   Tehama 

 Merced   Yolo 

 Placer   Yuba 

 Plumas 

 

Flood Risk Notification Program 
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Flood Risk Notification Program 

FRN Website:  www.water.ca.gov/myfloodrisk 
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Flood Risk Notification Program 

Statistics from 2010 National Survey on Flood Risk 

 Local officials believe they are at risk of flooding, but 
their citizens do not (68% vs. 31%). 

 While local officials know that flood insurance is 
available, the public does not (78% vs. 33%). 

 People who hear about flood risk (several times a 
year) believe their community is at risk (42% vs. 31%) 

 People who review their flood map take action (50% 
vs. 32%) 
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Flood Risk Notification Program 

Is the Flood Risk Notice Working? 

 How much has the notice raised your awareness of 
flood risk?  “A Lot” and “Somewhat” = 82% 

 Has the notice encouraged you to do any [or all] of 
the following?  

- Visit the Flood Risk Notification website = 22% 

- Buy flood insurance = 25% 

- Create an emergency evacuation plan = 25% 

- Secure important documents/belongings = 43% 

- Review local emergency services information = 23% 
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Flood Risk Notification Program 

Future Actions 

 Evaluate effectiveness of flood risk notification 
program 

 

 Update Levee Flood Protection Zone maps when 
appropriate 

 

 Pursue partnerships with local agencies 
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Flood Risk Notification Program 

Future Actions 

 Provide risk notification statewide 

 

 Expand flood risk communication via multi-media 

 

 Develop a second video on non-structural/ 

 floodplain management 

 

 Manage the spectrum of responses 
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Key Points 
 

 2007 Flood Legislation linked flood risk and local 
land use planning, but the Flood Risk Notice extends 
that risk outreach to (connects) the property owner. 

 The public should hear about flood risk to encourage 
them to take action. 

 The Flood Risk Notice goes beyond the requirements 
of the Legislation. 

 Communicating flood risk effectively to the public 
involves partnerships at all levels. 

 

 

Flood Risk Notification Program 



Comments & Questions? 



 

California Department of Water Resources 

 
   
 
 
 
 

Stakeholder Outreach Meeting  
Handout for Explaining 

Levee Flood Protection Zones 
 
     
    



LFPZ Defined 

• “Levee Flood Protection Zone” 
means the area, as determined by 
the board or the department, that 
is protected by a project levee 
(WC Section 9110(b)) 

• Approach Taken – Estimated area 
that could be inundated if a 
project levee were to fail with 
flows at maximum capacity that 
may reasonably be conveyed  



New Type of Flood Map 

 

• LFPZ Maps different than floodplain maps (such as 
FEMA FIRMs) 

- Not based on frequency of occurrence 

- Do not show all areas at risk of flooding 

- Only indicate areas subject to inundation due to 
potential project levee failure (regardless of levee 
certification status) 



 
Levee Flood Protection Zone (LFPZ) 
Development 

 

• Joint Effort Between DWR and its 
Consultants 

 

• Used Available Information and Basic 
Assumptions 

 

• Draft LFPZ Map and Technical 
Memorandum available  
for your review 
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General Approach and Basic Assumptions 
 

 

• Channel flow at the top of the levee  

• Best available existing models or model results;  new 
models and model runs used in some cases 

• The potential for upstream levee failure causing 
sequential downstream levee failure not evaluated 

• Professional engineering judgment used in 
delineating LFPZ boundaries 



A Sample LFPZ Map (Lower Sac Basin) 


